
Reading & Writing with English Learners
Knowing My ELs

Student’s 
Name & 

Pronunciation 

Home/Primary 
Language 

Home Life  Passions & 
Interests 

Dislikes or 
Struggles 

Reading  Writing  Listening  Speaking  Additional 
Notes 

Example 
Nena 
(Nee-nah) 

Serbian (but 
limited proficiency) 

Lives with 
mother and 2 
younger siblings 

Drawing & 
writing poetry 
also loves cats 

Dislikes speaking 
in front of the 
whole class or 
being called out. 

Has a different 
book every 
day-not sure if 
she’s finishing 
them or 
connecting with 
them 

Writes poetry 
mostly about 
nature 

Seems to follow 
directions the 
first time given 

Speaks in short, 
simple sentences. 
Only speaks when 
asked. Also speaks 
Serbian.  

●Has a small
group of close
friends

●Does not
seems to
follow trends
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